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Public comment to Subpart N forcranes and derricks 

Dear Ms. Leake, 

Please find attached a copy of the presentation I gave during the public comment process for Subpart N for cranes and 
derricks. I have sent it so that it may be used in the OSHA review process. In addition, I would like to re-iterate my comments in 
that forum regarding the use of live-line tool standards as a basis for a standard for insulating crane links. As I said at the meeting 
in response to a question, the use of the live-line tool standard is, from the technical perspective, not appropriate for insulating 
crane links. Live line tools are subjected to particular series of tests because they are in essence the only barrier separating 
workers from high voltage contact on a full time basis during their use. Live line tools are special pieces of equipment which are 
treated with meticulous care in the field. They are not exposed to dirt, moisture, extreme mechanical stresses, etc. A much better 
basis for insulating crane links lies in ANSI, IEEE, CSA, or IEC standards that are applicable to polymeric (non-ceramic) 
insulators. Based on design, use, maintenance requirements, and a number of other parameters, the relation between insulating 
crane links and insulators is far stronger than that between insulating crane links and live line tools. 

If I could be of any further help in determining the appropriate testing and standardization efforts in the area of insulating crane 
links, please feel free to get in touch with me. 

Best Regards 

Dr. John Kuffel, P.Eng, FIEEE 
General Manager, Transmission and Distribution Technologies 
Kinectrics Inc. 
Phone: (41 6) 207-6539 

This transmission contains information which may be confidential and which may also be privileged. It is intended for the named 
addressee only. Unless you are the named addressee, or authorized to receive it on behalf of the addressee, you may not 
copy, use, or disclose it to anyone else. If you have received this transmission in error, please contact the sender. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 
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