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Docket S030

LOCAL UNION NUMBER 34 E’(-43-12

PILE DRIVERS

DIVERS, CARPENTERS, BRIDGE, WHARF, & DOCK BUILDERS

&5 HEGENBERGER PLACE
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94621-1301
(510) 835-4227 FAX (510) 635-1234

January 28, 2004

OSHA

Attn: Crane and Derrick Negotiated Rule Making Advisory Committee EGCEJV B

Docket No. $-030, U.S. Department of Labor

200 Constitution Avenus, N.W,

Washingtoa, D.C. 20210 . | FEB 4 2004

Re: Pile Driving safety rulcs : | OSHA DIRECTORATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

" Dear Commirtee;

1 am writing regarding rulc 1926.603 () (5), which states, "When it is necessary to cut off the tops of
driven piles, pile driving operations shall be suspended except where the cutting oporations are located
twice the Iength of the longest pile from the driver.”

Pile Drivers Local 34 would like to have that rule amended. In our jurisdiction, which covers Northern
California, Northem Nevada and the state of Utah, pile langths run typically from sixty feet to one hundred
forty feet in length, Taking into account that the actus! footprint size of some of the buildings that our
members work at twice the Jength would be cutside the job site. The nil¢ prohibits any cutoff work going
on in the area. For instance, in downtown San Francisco I persocally have worked on a site where the
foorprint of the building was 175 feet by 200 fiset and the pile that wore being driven were 120 feet in
length. 1 needed at that time to have pile artoff to keep the progression of the work going on while a nearby
pile was being driven, The rule, as written, would prevent any other pile work from being performed.
Also, when pile are being driven on bridge earthquake retrofit work, sometimes it is necessary to be burning
and welding and driving pile in adjoining footings. Usually in low overhead pile driving operations it is
impractical and very costly to stop pile driving operations where piles :ire being driven cutoff and welded at
the same time. Pile Drivers Local 34 would like to propose that a rule similar to the one that is in the
process of being adopted by Cal; OSHA be considersxi, Whersby a safiety area around the pile being driven
would be set up and there be no work going on in the immediate area other than personnel ipvolved in the
pile driving operations. That would allow work to continue on the piling already driven and kesp the crews
a safe distance from the actual pile driving operation.

Thank you for your consideration in this malter I‘willbeaxthemaeﬁugs next woek.

Fra ] Y,

Pat Karinen
Pile Drivers Local Union No. 34

Financial Secretary-Treagurer and NCCRC Field Representative
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