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Room N-2625

Washington, DC 20210

RE: Federal Register Notice Vol. 67, No. 136
Safety Standards for Cranes and Derricks — Proposed Rules
Request for Nomination

Dear Ms. Ford:

The Wire Rope Technical Board (WRTB) is an association of engineers from companies that
account for more than 90 per cent of the wire rope produced in the United States. It has the
following objectives:

e To promote development of engineering and scientific knowledge relation to wire rope;

e To assist in establishing technological standards for military, governmental and industrial
use;
To promote development, acceptance and implementation of safety standards;
To help extend the uses of wire rope by disseminating technical and engineering
information to equipment manufacturers;

e To conduct and/or underwrite research for the benefit of both industry and user.

In response to the Federal Register notice seeking nominations for the above mentioned
negotiated rule making, the WRTB would like have a representative considered for membership.
Specifically, in section E, “Some Key Issues for Negotiation”, item 7 identifies Wire rope
criteria. The WRTB is the only technical organization that would address this issue. The WRTB
wrote the following standards balloted by ASTM:
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e ASTM A1007-02 Standard Specification for Carbon Steel Wire for Wire Rope was
originally published in 2000.

e ASTM A1023/A1023M-02 Standard Specification for Stranded Carbon Steel Wire Ropes
for General Purposes has been published in 2002.

In addition, WRTB serves as the USA Technical Advisory Group to relevant ISO standards
committees, including the subcommittee for cranes.

We would like to place in nomination, Larry Means, who has been the rope engineer at Wire
Rope Corporation of America for over 35 years. Mr. Means has represented this company to the
Wire Rope Technical Board for more than 30 years and has attended innumerable ISO meetings,
and other standards organization meetings, with rope engineers all over the world. Mr. Means
agrees to the commitment to actively participate in good faith in the development of the rule.

Further, the WRTB authorizes Mr. Means to negotiate on behalf of the interests of the WRTB
members and agrees to support Mr. Means both financially and technically. WRTB meets
regularly and has an excellent network of communication between meetings. Mr. Means has the
credibility and authority to insure that information is shared with the other members of the
WRTB and decisions are made in a timely manner.

We respectfully request that Mr. Means be appointed to the Cranes and Derricks Negotiated
Rulemaking Advisory Committee being formed for the development of a proposed revision of
the existing construction safety standards for the cranes and derricks portion of 29 CFR part
1926 Subpart N-Cranes, Derricks, Hoists, Elevators, and Conveyors.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best regards,

Kimberly Korbel
Executive Director
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